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Rough, Rough, 
HMS, let’s keep our school tough!
Rough, Rough,
HMS, let’s keep our school buff!
Keep it neat, keep it clean,
Think of EARTH and keep it 
green!
Recycle, Reuse and re-think

 



Earth Day is when we think more about our 
planet. Here is some things to do on April 22nd. 

● Pick up some trash.
● Start a compost bin.

● Post flyers about recycling.
● Recycle bottles, cans, paper, glass, plastic, cardboard

● Plant something.           
● Go on a hike.

● Volunteer to clean up.
● Ride a bike, instead of taking the car

● Walk to school, instead of taking the bus
● Carpool.

● Buy a reusable water bottle.
● Turn off lights.

● Turn off the water when brushing your teeth.
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#Trashtag        
       By Kyle Danler    Challenge  

Everyone listen up!
The Earth needs your 

help.
Do you use social media? If so you should 
do the Trashtag Challenge.
Here’s what you do;  
#1 find trash. 
#2 Take a picture of ‘Before.’ 
#3 Clean up the mess. 
#4 Take a picture of ‘After’ and post it on 
social media.

#5 Explain how to do the challenge.  
3



Easter Word Scramble
By Maddy Zak

                               1.gesg                    _____________________________

2.aesrte nyubn      _____________________________

   3. Nadyc                ______________________________

     4. Owrefls                ______________________________

   5. Asbtesk              _____________________________

     6. Lejyl enasb         ______________________________

    7. Sunht                ______________________________

   8. Saps vero        ______________________________

Turn in to HMS Bulldog Buzz box by April 30th! Prize is a $5.00 gift certificate to Main Street 
Ice Cream!
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Hi 
Lily!

Who’s 
ready to 
get their 
Spooky
On?

ME!

Me too!

Stupid 
stores...

OH!

Hi 
Jess!

Did… did we miss Halloween?  

Today I'm 
going shopping 
for Halloween

Can we go 
shopping for 
Halloween?

Yeah, 
please

   ...back at home

Umm... Oh.

Okay, we can 
go...

It’s only 
August… lets 
wait until 
October

Its 
October!

See? It says 
right here, 
October 1st!

Yeep!

I think 
so...
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Easter Recipes
By Charlotte Bako

Hot Cross Buns; Source: 
https://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes/food-network-kitchen/hot-cross-buns-recipe-1928112

Ingredients;
● ½ cup water
● ½ cup whole milk
● ½ cup sugar
● 4 ½ teaspoons active dry yeast (2 (¼ ounce) packages)
● ⅓ cup unsalted butter, melted, plus as needed
● 1 large egg yolk
● 1 ½ teaspoons pure vanilla extract
● 3 cups all-purpose flour 13 ounces)
● 3.4 teaspoon fine salt
● ½ teaspoon grated nutmeg
● ½ teaspoon ground cinnamon
● ¼ teaspoon ground ginger
● ½ cup csrrants, plumped in the microwave and cooled
● 1 egg beaten, for brushing

(for the icing, glze)
● 2 cups confectioners’ sugar, sifted
● 2 tablespoons milk
● ¼ teaspoon finely gated lemon zest   
● 1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract

Directions;
1) Combine the water and milk in a medium saucepan and warm over low 

heat until about 100 degrees F (but no more than 110 degrees). Remove 
from heat and sprinkle the yeast and a pinch of sugar and flour over the 
surface of the liquid. Set aside without stirring, until foamy and rising up 
the sides of the pan, about 30 minutes.

2) Whisk the butter, egg yolk and vanilla into the yeast mixture.
3) Whisk the flour, the remaining sugar, salt, nutmeg, cinnamon and ginger 

in a large bowl. Make a well in the center of the flour and stir in the yeast 
mixture with a wooden spoon to make a thick, shaggy, and slightly sticky 
dough. Stir in currants. Turn the dough onto a lightly floured work 
surface and knead until soft and elastic, about 8 minutes. Shape into a 
ball.

4) Brush the inside of a large bowl with butter. Put dough in bowl, turning 
to coat lightly with butter. Cover with plastic wrap. Let rise at room 
temperature until doubled in size, about 1 hour 30 minutes. (If you have a 
marker, trace a circle the size of the dough on the plastic, and note the 
time to help you keep track.)

5) To form the rolls: Butter a 9 by 14-inch baking pan. Turn the dough out of 
the bowl and pat into a rectangle about 16 by 8 inches. Divide the dough 
into 12 equal portions, about 2 ounces each, with a pizza wheel or bench 
scraper. (If you don't have a scale, ;
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5. To form the rolls: Butter a 9 by 14-inch baking pan. Turn the dough out of the bowl 
and pat into a rectangle about 16 by 8 inches. Divide the dough into 12 equal portions, 
about 2 ounces each, with a pizza wheel or bench scraper. (If you don't have a scale, 
divide the dough in half lengthwise, then in half crosswise. Cut each of those four 
sections into 3 equal-sized rolls.

6. Tuck the edges of the dough under to make round rolls and place them seam-side 
down in the prepared pan, leaving a little space in between each roll. Cover the pan 
with buttered plastic wrap and set aside in a warm place until the rolls rise almost to 
the rim of the pan and have more than doubled in size, about 45 minutes.

7. Meanwhile, position a rack in the center of the oven and preheat to 375 degrees F.

8. Remove the plastic wrap and brush the tops of the buns with beaten egg. Bake rolls 
until golden brown and puffy, and an instant read thermometer inserted into the 
center of the rolls registers 190 degrees F, about 25 minutes.

9. For the glaze: Stir together confectioners' sugar, milk, lemon zest and vanilla until 
smooth. Transfer icing to a zip bag or pastry bag, and make a small cut in the corner 
of the bag. Ice buns in a thick cross shape over the top of the warm buns.

Honey Glazed Carrots; 
Source:https://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes/sunny-anderson/honey-glazed-carrots-recipe-1938783

Ingredients;

● Salt
● 1 pound of baby carrots
● 2 tablespoons butter
● 2 tablespoons honey
● 1 tablespoon lemon juice
● Freshly ground black pepper
● ¼ cup chopped flat-leaf parsley

Directions;

1. In a medium saucepan, bring water to a boil. Add salt and then carrots and 
cook until tender, 5 to 6 minutes. Drain the carrots and add back to pan with 
butter, honey and lemon juice. Cook until a glaze coats the carrots, 5 minutes. 
Season with salt and pepper and garnish with parsley.  Yummy! 7

https://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes/sunny-anderson/honey-glazed-carrots-recipe-1938783


1). San Diego, California                  
San Diego :  Seaworld, the San Diego Zoo, the beaches of La 
Jolla, the Maritime Museum of San Diego and the tourist trap 
Gaslamp Quarter are some of the lovely places to spend your 
enjoyable time. San Diego has a nice climate and a beautiful 
natural park. San Diego is the number one place to go.                                                  
 

                                                  Sea World

The Five best Places to go for Easter break…

       if you are so fortunate enough to get away!

                                          by Darren Stry

2). Yosemite National Park, California
Yosemite is filled with towering waterfalls, millennia-old Sequoia trees, 
striking, daunting cliff faces and some of the most unique rock 
formations in the United State. Although the best part of Yosemite, is 
Yosemite Valley with some of the BEST trail paths in the U.S.

El                                                        Half 

 Capitan                                             Dome
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https://travel.usnews.com/San_Diego_CA/Things_To_Do/Maritime_Museum_of_San_Diego_46800/
https://travel.usnews.com/San_Diego_CA/Things_To_Do/Maritime_Museum_of_San_Diego_46800/
https://travel.usnews.com/San_Diego_CA/Things_To_Do/Maritime_Museum_of_San_Diego_46800/
https://travel.usnews.com/San_Diego_CA/Things_To_Do/Maritime_Museum_of_San_Diego_46800/


3). Grand Canyon

Stretching over 277 million miles, the Grand Canyon hosts almost 6 
million visitors a year. it's very crowded in the summer, so spring 
break is a good time to visit..  its It is very hot as you hike down into 
the canyon, so remember to bring plenty of water.
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4). Honolulu - Oahu, Hawaii

With attractions like Iolani Palace to the USS Arizona Memorial you 
have all the beaches and trail hikes you could imagine.  It’s called 
the “gathering place” for Hawaii.

Iolani Palace                                                            U.S.S Arizona 
memorial 
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https://travel.usnews.com/Honolulu_Oahu_HI/


5). The Bahamas 
With activities like boat tours, snorkeling to enjoying experiences like 
Atlantis, Paradise Island  and Lucayan National Park, the Bahama 
Islands make it pretty hard to not enjoy. Let’s not forget to experience 
the many beaches and extravagant food !

 

11



Words in 10 languages
Dog edition 
By Raimei

Dog in Japanese: inu

Dog in Irish: madra

Dog in Dutch: hond

Dog in German: hund

Dog in Greek: skýlos

Dog in Portuguese: cão

 Dog in Latin: canis 

Dog in Thai: H̄mā

Dog in Hawaiian: ka'īlio
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Tizzle’s Block
By Tizzle 

MAIL TIME!
Let us start with some background knowledge. Molly Trask, on behalf of 

Ms. Know It All, sent out an email to everyone in the school endorsing her 
advice column. She was able to do this because she used a specialized class 
email list that enabled her to reach the entire classbody at HMS. These emails 
are extremely helpful, but because this was a new discovery to many, people 
got angry with Molly. 

She received responses like “Why am I on this?”, “I don't even know you 
and I don't have time for this unless!”, “TAKE ME OFF!!!!!!!!!!”. People grew 
more and more upset and started lashing out. This also had the effect of  
polluting other students with emails. 

This could have been prevented if people were reasonable and tried 
harder to understand class email. There was even a student leading a group to 
stop replying. However, the messages kept building up. This is how something 
so simple as not understanding a new mailing system can be highly 
misinterpreted leading to the explosion of unwanted mail to everyone's inboxes.

PostScript

This could have been prevented if people had replied ONLY to Molly Trask and 
not REPLY ALL

Post-Post Script 

If you are avid to get your name taken off this class list please talk to tech-savvy 
people, usually found in room 208, or your counselor today.
However, you may not receive important teacher emails, school emails or 
emails regarding grades and assignments. 
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The Dangers of Gaming
By Noah Beiter

Here’s a fact: everyone our age loves gaming. More 
than half the children in the USA are playing Minecraft, 
FortNite, or other games. Many of you may not agree with 
me on this article. But are games as good as they seem?

Here’s another fact: First person shooter games were 
used by the army. The government uses games to train 
soldiers. They are proven to ‘desensitize’ troopers when 
killing enemies. But now they are on the public market, 
where anyone can buy them. The worst part; they’re 
advertising to kids. So shooting people is fun? No wait, 
that’s not right!

Also, because the companies make these shooter 
games appeal to the youth population, who may not yet 
understand that ‘shooting’ people is bad, it makes 
youngsters ‘desensitized.’ believing that you can act out the 
games in real life, including the killing people. I know plenty 
of people say that most real life shooters have mental 
challenges, but that is offensive to all people with mental 
illness and also not true. Sure, some people with mental 
problems do bad things but so do other people with no 
evidence of illness. Violence in the video games should not 
be acceptable as a form of entertainment for youth. 

All in all, these games are extremely bad for your 
physical and mental health.  
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Inspirational Womans Series
            Malala Yousafzai 

By Lidia Neff

Malala was on an interview on a public 
news station when she was 11 fighting for 
education. On Malala’s 19’th birthday, she 
opened a school in Syria to the public. 
Malala also flew around the world, on her 
birthday, reminding and telling girls that 
they have a right for a proper education. 

Malala won the Nobel Peace Prize. She 
was nominated, but did not win. The next 
year (2014) she was nominated and won. She 
lived in Swat Valley in Pakistan. She also 
talks in public about terrorism and how 
education is the answer.  Malala is an 
inspiration to people because she did not 
give up after being shot in the head, 
instead she continued to stand up for the 

rights of education. 
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     The Meeting at Promontory Summit
   

     The Transcontinental Railroad was a marvel for its time with 1,912 miles 
of track laid by men, and a faster way from moving coast to coast.

 
The Railroads
      There were 2 railroads in the making, the Union Pacific, and the Central 
Pacific. The final stop  of the Union Pacific was in Omaha, Nebraska, but it is 
actually across the Missouri River in Council Bluffs, Iowa. The final stop of the 
Central Pacific is in Sacramento, California.

The Routes
     The Union Pacific Company owned a lot of flat land, as they were the eastern 
part of the railroad. The Union Pacific built most of the railroad. The land was so 
flat, the Union Pacific was  able to lay 10 miles of track in 1 day. The Central 
Pacific had the more difficult part, facing the Sierra Nevada Mountains. However, 
somewhere in California, the Central Pacific track workers managed to lay 10 
miles of track in one day. This railroad was the first of its kind. 
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The Meeting at Promontory Summit, Utah

     On May 8, 1869, the two railroads met. On May 10, 1869 at 
Promontory Summit, Utah, the Union Pacific and the Central 
Pacific held a celebration. 

     The Central Pacific 60 “Jupiter” and Union Pacific 119 met 
with their cowcatchers nearly touching. A spike was brought out 
made with 17.6 carat gold which had words engraved into all 4 
sides of it. The words in the spike said, 

“May God continue the unity of our Country as this Railroad unites the 
two great Oceans of the world. Presented David Hewes San Francisco.”

“The Pacific Railroad ground broken January 8, 1863 and completed 
May 8, 1869.”

“Directors of  the  C . P. R . R .  of  C al.  Hon.  Leland  Stanford.  C .  P.  Huntington.  E . B.  
Crocker. Mark Hopkins.  A . P. Stanford.  E . H . Miller Jr.”

“Officers. Hon. Leland Stanford.  Presdt.  C . P. Huntington.  Vice Presdt.  E . B. Crocker.  
Atty. Mark Hopkins.  Tresr. Chas Crocker.  Supdt.  E . H . Miller Jr.   Secty S. S.  

Montaugue.” 
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       Harry Potter 
       Most Popular House

By  Cory Johnson

In the Harry Potter world, people have 
many opinions on who the best characters 
are; Colin Creevey, Sirius Black, Severus 
Snape and the list goes on. There are also 
opinions on the four houses; Ravenclaw, 
Slytherin, Hufflepuff, and Gryffindor. 

 The best house is all about opinions. 
There is no real effective method for 
determining the best house because there 
is truly no best house! People disagree on 
which one is best. I’m saying, pick your 
house, share your opinion with your friends 
and ask them to join your house. 

In my opinion I think the Half Blood 
Prince is the best movie. 

What do you say? 
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SHAZAM 
Review
By Carter Sireika 
Plot

Billy Batson is an orphan boy who lost his parents at a very young age. When Billy is taken to 
a foster home and escapes bullies, he is turned into a body of an adult man with 
superpowers. He finds his new brother, Freddy who loves superheroes. He finds out 
whenever he says Shazam, he turns into his normal body or his adult form. Billy must get 
used to his new powers with Freddy and save the world from a villain.

Acting 

The acting is phenomenal in this movie. Zachary Levi was born for the role of Shazam. He 
perfectly expresses the joy of a teenager in an adult body. There are some actors who did 
amazing at certain roles in the final battle, but I can't say what they did because I don't want 
spoil the movie.

Computer Generated Imagery (CGI)

DC’s CGI was not stellar because their budget is very low. However, the CGI in this film is 
awesome.The lighting that shot from Shazam’s hands looked awesome!The green screen 
was a little cheesy at some parts. Other then that, it was the CGI was awesome. 

Pace

This may be the film’s weakest part because the passing in the first two acts were nice and 
smooth but the third act was slow and even though the final battle was not disappointing, it 
could have been better. I loved the first two acts, but the third act was weak. 
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Verdict

I can't get over how good this movie was. It is DC's second best film ever. It is really 
enjoyable and a really funny movie. It really takes away the dark tone that the DC 
universe had so far. Check it if you want a few good laughs. It will definitely take you out 
of any sad and sour mood. 

                               This movie gets a 9/10. It is Amazing!
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Hms Choose Your Own Adventure
              By Liam Tillou and Logan Kaminski

You throw your worries behind and leap into the locker with the wind on your 
face. You instantly regret your decision when you smack into a solid concrete wall and 
plummet falling down. The golden mist you saw pouring out of the locker disappears 
behind you. You are in pain from hitting the wall, but then you recognize a greater 
threat, the floor below you. 3..2..1 landing you hit the wall of cement and see stars. 
Disoriented, you stand up and look around you. You are standing in what appears to 
be a large underground cavern filled with kids who look your age bustling from one, 
subway car(?) to another. An older teenage girl hurries over to you and scolds you. 
“Hurry up, John, you have a lesson in car B21.” 

Unsure of what to do next, you stand there. The girl grabs you by your shirt 
collar and drags you over to a yellow subway car. She shoves you inside saying,”Run 
along now.” Inside the subway car is what appears to be a classroom. Without 
thinking, you stride over to an empty desk. Only then do you read the words carved in 
chalk on the blackboard, "Introduction to pickpocketing”

Do you;

A. run away and call the police
B. sit through the lesson and see what information you can gather about 

this place 
C. leave without alerting anyone and investigate the locker more closely 
D. Other__________________________________________

We have Emailed everyone a Google form, so check your 
Email and fill out the form by May 1st, or turn in your vote to 

the Student Service Desk.
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              The Life of None
                                       By Alissa

  Chapter 6:  The Problem

“So, here is your problem. Every fantasy novel is 
connected to Lilistania. There are doors everywhere 
leading to one story or another,” Mr. Carnwright said 
later that night. 

“So you are probably thinking,  what's the problem 
with that? Well, my friends, if you are familiar with the 
Harry Potter series, the enemy are Death Eaters. At 
least one of the enemies here are. They are trying to 
cause chaos in Lilistania. Your job is to find them and 
lock them up in Azkaban, the prison in the Harry Potter 
series. I work for the Ministry of Magic and we 
managed to find the location of their headquarters. 
One of the doors in our house is the door into the 
Wizarding World. Got all that?”

“Yes,” we responded. 
“I would help you, but I have work to attend to that 

is far more important than this. You now hold the 
future of Lilistana. The location is a shipwreck in the 
Peter Pan story. The entrance is in an old attic in our 
barn outside. You’ll see it. Good luck, I’ll am off to 
attend to my business.”        To be continued….
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The Third Eye
By Kalayna Neptune

Characters:
Madison: gifted with a third eye from her mother, she has powers to see the future.
Bryson: has no powers like his sister, but believes in chakras and third eyes.
Mom: died fighting Athera (the villain) gave her third eye to Madison.
Dad: has no idea of any third eyes or villains.

                                        
“Madison come to the dinner table,”  called Dad
“Okay coming!” Madison shut her third eye. As she wandered down to dinner, she met 

Bryson   coming down as well.. Bryson said that he loved steak.Madison rolled her eyes  decisively.
 “Mother said that we should always eat steak for dinner,”  stated Bryson
Aunt Jillian came knocking on the door,” Hello family.  I am here to resume family duties  in 

place of your mother.  I have consistently asked you if you need anything, but you said no.”
 “Can I go play fortnite?” asked Bryson.
 “Dad said that you couldn't for the rest of the week, no payment applied,” said Maddy
 “I miss mommy,” wailed Bryson. Right down the hall, Mom was secretly hiding under the 

bed. She was not dead. She was a ghost and she was hiding right under Madison's bed. Madison 
secretly used her third eye to make her mother come back to life,but she cannot be seen by any 
other human being. 

Father had not known that she had died until last month. He was depressed in Hidden his 
room forever. Until one day he came out and seemed happy but we all knew that he wasn't inside. 
He loved mom so much. If he was even so much of an hour away from her, he would return running 
to get to her. Her eyes would sparkle like diamonds. Her eyes were like pools of water that if we 
dove in, we would never return. Her face was so clear that her skin shone like porcelain. You 
might believe her to be a queen. She could easily have been the prettiest person in the world. She 
believed  in chakras and third eyes. 

One day she ran into the evil villain, Athira.  Athira said, “I want a third eye.” 
Mom loves me so much. (?) 
 Madison headed to school. She concealed her third eye with makeup. She was very 

dedicated to keeping her life a secret.

To be Continued……..
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         The Life of a Teenage Time Traveller    
By Sam Lee

Jerry was confused. His future self had just teleported into his 
room. Was he dead? He wondered. Suddenly, his future self woke 
up. “Take this and run!” 

He slapped a bracelet on Jerry’s wrist and pressed a button. 
Suddenly, Jerry teleported to a jungle. He heard odd cries that could 
have come straight out of Jurassic Park. A velociraptor hopped out of 
the bushes. It cornered him. This is where I die, He thought.

 Suddenly a huge sword hit the beast. I’m safe, he thought. 

“Come with me,” the man holding the sword said. Maybe not, he 
thought.

To be continued...
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Uninvited Guests 

By Dominic Buczkowski

Chapter 1

Hello, my name is Jake and I am 16 years old, and I live in an old house. My parents 
like to do a lot of adventurous  things like travel to a lot of places where there are a lot of 
things to do. If there is not anything to do, ask my parents and they will find years worth of 
fun stuff you can do. My best friend Bettie is a really good and smart kid inside of our school. 
Outside of school is a whole other story.  She is crazy when she is around her friends. My 
sister Rose is annoying. All she does is sit around talking on the phone. All I'm doing is 
wondering why everyone is talking about ghosts. They say that there is a ghost of a boy that 
died a long time ago and he wanders the streets, knocks on doors, and sometimes opens the 
doors of innocent people. Their neighbors say the lights flickered and they disappeared. The 
door slammed! I look over to see my sister burst in through the door.

 She was screaming, “I MISSED THE BUS AGAIN!” 

Mom was mad. I was on the bus wondering where Rose went because she didn't go to 
school. Mom called the school to tell them what happened. 

She said, “Rose isn't coming because she is sick.”

 I knew that was a lie. She was acting fine right before I got on the bus. I got home and 
no one was there. Rose was gone! I was happy at first, but then a sudden wave a sadness went 
over me like I was getting dragged into the ocean.

A week later, there was still no sign of Rose. No one has heard from her. I was lonely 
when I got back from school. Nothing happens anymore without her. My parents have lost the 
adventure. 

Mom said ¨It’s no fun without her .¨ 25



 

 

I decided to meet up with some friends and try to figure out where she went. I didn't have a clue 
what happened to her. My friends made up crazy stories like, she ran away because she hated where she 
lived, but I knew they were wrong because most of the things they said were the exact opposite of what 
she would do or say.  Eventually, I couldn't take it anymore. I had to leave. My friends didn't really like 
my sister at all. I don't know why I even bothered to tell them. I wanted to take a break from school for a 
little bit. All of her friends were devastated because she was the main person in the group. You know how 
some people have a group of friends and there was one person who was always making decisions, and 
everyone agreed with the decisions. The people that would always have fun no matter what their options 
were, well, that was my sister, Rose. 

I filled up my water bottle, packed my lunch, and my backpack for school. I went outside and 
waited for the bus, but it didn't come. I stood there for another five minutes or so before my hands got cold 
and I went back inside. I sat on the couch for a few minutes before I heard the bus stop in front of my 
house. I quickly threw my coat on and grabbed my backpack then ran out the door to see the bus driving 
off. 

Luckily the bus comes around the block for the middle schoolers, so I guess I got lucky. Everything 
was normal until I wanted a drink from my water bottle. At first, I thought there was something blocking 
the water from going into my mouth. When I took the lid off the water bottle I was shocked to see there 
was no water in the bottle at all. I just filled it up before I left! Something was wrong. No one could have 
taken my water bottle and drank it in a couple of minutes! In 15 minutes or so I was at school. Our bus 
was late due to the bad weather, so we had to hurry and get to our first period. Later that day, I got on the 
bus and instantly I got a call from an unknown number. I declined the call, but right after they called 
again. I did the same thing, and so did they. After a couple minutes of declining the call, I finally answered 
the phone and I hear,

¨ Hello?¨ I said. 
A small sounding voice replied.
¨Help me!¨
¨Who is this?¨
¨Your sister!¨
¨Rose? Where are you?¨
¨ I don't know!¨
I heard something sounding like an animal.
¨ I have to go, just help me,¨ she said and then hung up on me.
I got back home hoping to see Rose, but there was no one. I went to the basement and saw the door 

that went to the storage room seemed to be shrunken. It was smaller than before. I was too scared to open 
the door so I ran back upstairs and left the house to go to my friends' house. I thought it would be safer. 
But no one was home. I stood at the door and knocked for a minute or so before I realized the door was 
unlocked. I opened the door and what I saw was shocking. I saw my friend Mike, dead on the ground and 
blood everywhere. I ran back to my house thinking it would be safer there now because I was still alive 
and a lot of things have been happening to everyone but me.     TO BE CONTINUED...

I went back into the basement and I felt like the door just kept on getting smaller and smaller. I thought I should tell 

someone so I thought about going to my other friend Jimmy's house. About five minutes later I hear the same small voice 

calling for me again.

¨Jake?¨ , ¨Jake.¨, ¨JAKE!¨ 

I screamed and started running down the street. I made it to Jimmy's house. I realized I was probably just imagining things. I 

opened the door and saw blood everywhere. My friend Jimmy was dead! He was hanging from the ceiling. I screamed as 

loud as I could and ran down the street. I saw something chasing me when I was running. It looked like a black shadow. It 

looked like something in a superhero TV show and it was the villain. Luckily, the sun had stopped him from going after me 

forever. If it was night and I saw him I would have been dead. As soon as I got home I called the police. They said they 

would handle it from there. I went to bed thinking about Jimmy and Mike. I was planning on opening the door. I was hoping 

to find Rose.

I was hoping Rose was not dead and she was still out there. I opened the door and saw nothing, I saw nothing but the 

wall.  I had to find more information about everything. 

At this point, I didn't know what to do. I wanted to tell someone, but everyone wouldn't believe me. I was going to 

try as soon as I got home the next day. 

I woke up in the morning and I did my usual routine and left for school. I couldn't stop thinking about how I walked 

into Jimmy's house and saw him hanging from the ceiling. The rest of the school day was normal until I got home. 

I went down to the basement and looked at the door and thought about all the stuff that could be in there. I thought a 

little bit longer and then I went upstairs and got a knife.

I went back down and opened the door. It was like a whole other world. Everything looked like it was a dark world. I 

started looking for my sister. About 11 minutes later I heard a weird sound and it sounded like something terrifying was in 

this world. It sounded like the animal in the background of the call. I started running to where I thought I went when I went 

looking for Rose. When I was running it was making a crunch sound. After running for a minute I saw what seemed to be 

bones. I started to walk and look around. I saw a head of a dead man and I walked over to him and just looked at it. He had 

very pale skin. I turned around and wanted to walk away, but right before I took a step the bones started to shake. I heard a 

laugh coming from the head then an arm came out of the ground and grabbed me by the leg. He pulled me under the ground 

and said “Yay! A free meal.” I kicked and tried to escape but the bones were too hard to get around. It happened so fast I 

didn't know if I was going up or down anymore. I started screaming. I thought someone might hear me. No one came. I 

could tell I was climbing in the right direction finger off. I took the knife out of my pocket that I grabbed before I came 

down and stabbed him. I just because he was still laughing. I stuck my hand out of the ground and then he grabbed my hand 

and bit my realized that he didn't have the bottom half of his body. His legs were gone. They looked like they had been eaten 

off by some creature.

My finger was gushing blood. I didn't know what to do. I started screaming. I heard the same small voice say,

“Hello?”

“Who are you?” I said.

“I'm the one you have been looking for!”

¨Rose!¨

¨Look around ¨

I looked around and saw her. She was standing there. In this world, I didn't feel safe. Something told me that it 

wasn't actually her. I started to run. I saw the door where I came in from. I was relieved to see the door. I jumped right 

through the door and slammed it as hard as I could. I don't know what I was going to say to my parents when they saw it. 

My parents came home. I tried to avoid them as much as I could. Unfortunately, I couldn't hide it anymore.

“Oh my god, what happened?”

“I was playing hockey and I fell and tore my finger off.”

“We have to get you to a hospital right now.”A week later, there was no sign of Rose. No one has heard from her. I 

was lonely when I got back from school. Nothing happens anymore without her. My parents all of a sudden lost the 

adventure. 

Mom said ¨it’s no fun without her .¨

I decided to meet up with some friends and try to figure out where she went. I didn't have a clue what happened to 

her. My friends made up crazy stories like, she ran away because she hated where she lived, but I knew they were wrong 

because most of the things they said were the exact opposite of what she would do or say.  Eventually, I couldn't take it 

anymore. I had to leave. My friends didn't really like my sister at all. I don't know why I even bothered to tell them. I 

wanted to take a break from school for a little bit. All of her friends were devastated because she was the main person in the 

group. You know how some people have a group of friends and there was one person who was always making decisions, 

and everyone agreed with the decisions. The people that would always have fun no matter what their options were. I filled 

up my water bottle, packed my lunch, and my backpack for school. I went outside and waited for the bus, but it didn't come. 

I stood there for another five minutes or so before my hands got cold and I went back inside. I sat on the couch for a few 

minutes before I heard the bus stop in front of my house. I quickly threw my coat on and grabbed my backpack then ran out 

the door to see the bus driving off. 

Luckily the bus comes around the block for the middle schoolers, so I guess I got lucky. Everything was normal until 

I wanted a drink from my water bottle. At first, I thought there was something blocking the water from going into my 

mouth. When I took the lid off the water bottle I was shocked to see there was no water in the bottle at all. I just filled it up 

before I left! Something was wrong. No one could have taken my water bottle and drank it in a couple of minutes! In 15 

minutes or so I was at school. Our bus was late due to the bad weather, so we had to hurry and get to our first period. Later 

that day I got on the bus and almost initially I got a call from an unknown number. I declined the call, but right after they 

called again. I did the same thing, and so did they. After a couple minutes of declining the call, I finally answered the phone 

and I hear,

¨ Hello?¨ I said. 

A small sounding voice replied.

¨Help me!¨

¨Who is this?¨

¨Your sister!¨

¨Rose? Where are you?¨

¨ I don't know!¨

I heard something sounding like an animal.

¨ I have to go, just help me,¨ she said and then hung up on me.

I got back home hoping to see Rose, but there was no one. I went to the basement and saw the door that went to the 

storage room seemed to be shrunken. It was smaller than before. I was too scared to open the door so I ran back upstairs and 

left the house to go to my friends' house. I thought it would be safer. But no one was home. I stood at the door and knocked 

for a minute or so before I realized the door was unlocked. I opened the door and what I saw was shocking. I saw my friend 

Mike, dead on the ground and blood everywhere. I ran back to my house thinking it would be safer there now because I was 

still alive and a lot of things have been happening to everyone but me. 

I went back into the basement and I felt like the door just kept on getting smaller and smaller. I thought I should tell 

someone so I thought about going to my other friend Jimmy's house. About five minutes later I hear the same small voice 

calling for me again.

¨Jake?¨ , ¨Jake.¨, ¨JAKE!¨ 

I screamed and started running down the street. I made it to Jimmy's house. I realized I was probably just imagining things. I 

opened the door and saw blood everywhere. My friend Jimmy was dead! He was hanging from the ceiling. I screamed as 

loud as I could and ran down the street. I saw something chasing me when I was running. It looked like a black shadow. It 

looked like something in a superhero TV show and it was the villain. Luckily, the sun had stopped him from going after me 

forever. If it was night and I saw him I would have been dead. As soon as I got home I called the police. They said they 

would handle it from there. I went to bed thinking about Jimmy and Mike. I was planning on opening the door. I was hoping 

to find Rose.

I was hoping Rose was not dead and she was still out there. I opened the door and saw nothing, I saw nothing but the 

wall.  I had to find more information about everything. 

At this point, I didn't know what to do. I wanted to tell someone, but everyone wouldn't believe me. I was going to 

try as soon as I got home the next day. 

I woke up in the morning and I did my usual routine and left for school. I couldn't stop thinking about how I walked 

into Jimmy's house and saw him hanging from the ceiling. The rest of the school day was normal until I got home. 

I went down to the basement and looked at the door and thought about all the stuff that could be out there. I thought 

a little bit longer and then I went upstairs and got a knife.

I went back down and opened the door. It was like a whole other world. Everything looked like it was a dark world. I 

started looking for my sister. About 11 minutes later I heard a weird sound and it sounded like something terrifying was in 

this world. It sounded like the animal in the background of the call. I started running to where I thought I went when I went 

looking for Rose. When I was running it was making a crunch sound. After running for a minute I saw what seemed to be 

bones. I started to walk and look around. I saw a head of a dead man and I walked over to him and just looked at it. He had 

very pale skin. I turned around and wanted to walk away, but right before I took a step the bones started to shake. I heard a 

laugh coming from the head then an arm came out of the ground and grabbed me by the leg. He pulled me under the ground 

and said “Yay! A free meal.” I kicked and tried to escape but the bones were too hard to get around. It happened so fast I 

didn't know if I was going up or down anymore. I started screaming. I thought someone might hear me. No one came. I 

could tell I was climbing in the right direction finger off. I took the knife out of my pocket that I grabbed before I came 

down and stabbed him. I just because he was still laughing. I stuck my hand out of the ground and then he grabbed my hand 

and bit my realized that he didn't have the bottom half of his body. His legs were gone. They looked like they had been eaten 

off by some creature.

My finger was gushing blood. I didn't know what to do. I started screaming. I heard the same small voice say,

“Hello?”

“Who are you?” I said.

“I'm the one you have been looking for!”

¨Rose!¨

¨Look around ¨

I looked around and saw her. She was standing there. In this world, I didn't feel safe. Something told me that it 

wasn't actually her. I started to run. I saw the door where I came in from. I was relieved to see the door. I jumped right 

through the door and slammed it as hard as I could. I don't know what I was going to say to my parents when they saw it. 

My parents came home. I tried to avoid them as much as I could. Unfortunately, I couldn't hide it anymore.

“Oh my god, what happened?”

“I was playing hockey and I fell and tore my finger off.”

“We have to get you to a hospital right now.”A week later, there was no sign of Rose. No one has heard from her. I 

was lonely when I got back from school. Nothing happens anymore without her. My parents all of a sudden lost the 

adventure. 

Mom said ¨it’s no fun without her .¨

I decided to meet up with some friends and try to figure out where she went. I didn't have a clue what happened to 

her. My friends made up crazy stories like, she ran away because she hated where she lived, but I knew they were wrong 

because most of the things they said were the exact opposite of what she would do or say.  Eventually, I couldn't take it 

anymore. I had to leave. My friends didn't really like my sister at all. I don't know why I even bothered to tell them. I 

wanted to take a break from school for a little bit. All of her friends were devastated because she was the main person in the 

group. You know how some people have a group of friends and there was one person who was always making decisions, 

and everyone agreed with the decisions. The people that would always have fun no matter what their options were. I filled 

up my water bottle, packed my lunch, and my backpack for school. I went outside and waited for the bus, but it didn't come. 

I stood there for another five minutes or so before my hands got cold and I went back inside. I sat on the couch for a few 

minutes before I heard the bus stop in front of my house. I quickly threw my coat on and grabbed my backpack then ran out 

the door to see the bus driving off. 

Luckily the bus comes around the block for the middle schoolers, so I guess I got lucky. Everything was normal until 

I wanted a drink from my water bottle. At first, I thought there was something blocking the water from going into my 

mouth. When I took the lid off the water bottle I was shocked to see there was no water in the bottle at all. I just filled it up 

before I left! Something was wrong. No one could have taken my water bottle and drank it in a couple of minutes! In 15 

minutes or so I was at school. Our bus was late due to the bad weather, so we had to hurry and get to our first period. Later 

that day I got on the bus and almost initially I got a call from an unknown number. I declined the call, but right after they 

called again. I did the same thing, and so did they. After a couple minutes of declining the call, I finally answered the phone 

and I hear,

¨ Hello?¨ I said. 

A small sounding voice replied.

¨Help me!¨

¨Who is this?¨

¨Your sister!¨

¨Rose? Where are you?¨

¨ I don't know!¨

I heard something sounding like an animal.

¨ I have to go, just help me,¨ she said and then hung up on me.

I got back home hoping to see Rose, but there was no one. I went to the basement and saw the door that went to the 

storage room seemed to be shrunken. It was smaller than before. I was too scared to open the door so I ran back upstairs and 

left the house to go to my friends' house. I thought it would be safer. But no one was home. I stood at the door and knocked 

for a minute or so before I realized the door was unlocked. I opened the door and what I saw was shocking. I saw my friend 

Mike, dead on the ground and blood everywhere. I ran back to my house thinking it would be safer there now because I was 

still alive and a lot of things have been happening to everyone but me. 

I went back into the basement and I felt like the door just kept on getting smaller and smaller. I thought I should tell 

someone so I thought about going to my other friend Jimmy's house. About five minutes later I hear the same small voice 

calling for me again.

¨Jake?¨ , ¨Jake.¨, ¨JAKE!¨ 

I screamed and started running down the street. I made it to Jimmy's house. I realized I was probably just imagining things. I 

opened the door and saw blood everywhere. My friend Jimmy was dead! He was hanging from the ceiling. I screamed as 

loud as I could and ran down the street. I saw something chasing me when I was running. It looked like a black shadow. It 

looked like something in a superhero TV show and it was the villain. Luckily, the sun had stopped him from going after me 

forever. If it was night and I saw him I would have been dead. As soon as I got home I called the police. They said they 

would handle it from there. I went to bed thinking about Jimmy and Mike. I was planning on opening the door. I was hoping 

to find Rose.

I was hoping Rose was not dead and she was still out there. I opened the door and saw nothing, I saw nothing but the 

wall.  I had to find more information about everything. 

At this point, I didn't know what to do. I wanted to tell someone, but everyone wouldn't believe me. I was going to 

try as soon as I got home the next day. 

I woke up in the morning and I did my usual routine and left for school. I couldn't stop thinking about how I walked 

into Jimmy's house and saw him hanging from the ceiling. The rest of the school day was normal until I got home. 

I went down to the basement and looked at the door and thought about all the stuff that could be out there. I thought 

a little bit longer and then I went upstairs and got a knife.

I went back down and opened the door. It was like a whole other world. Everything looked like it was a dark world. I 

started looking for my sister. About 11 minutes later I heard a weird sound and it sounded like something terrifying was in 

this world. It sounded like the animal in the background of the call. I started running to where I thought I went when I went 

looking for Rose. When I was running it was making a crunch sound. After running for a minute I saw what seemed to be 

bones. I started to walk and look around. I saw a head of a dead man and I walked over to him and just looked at it. He had 

very pale skin. I turned around and wanted to walk away, but right before I took a step the bones started to shake. I heard a 

laugh coming from the head then an arm came out of the ground and grabbed me by the leg. He pulled me under the ground 

and said “Yay! A free meal.” I kicked and tried to escape but the bones were too hard to get around. It happened so fast I 

didn't know if I was going up or down anymore. I started screaming. I thought someone might hear me. No one came. I 

could tell I was climbing in the right direction finger off. I took the knife out of my pocket that I grabbed before I came 

down and stabbed him. I just because he was still laughing. I stuck my hand out of the ground and then he grabbed my hand 

and bit my realized that he didn't have the bottom half of his body. His legs were gone. They looked like they had been eaten 

off by some creature.

My finger was gushing blood. I didn't know what to do. I started screaming. I heard the same small voice say,

“Hello?”

“Who are you?” I said.

“I'm the one you have been looking for!”

¨Rose!¨

¨Look around ¨

I looked around and saw her. She was standing there. In this world, I didn't feel safe. Something told me that it 

wasn't actually her. I started to run. I saw the door where I came in from. I was relieved to see the door. I jumped right 

through the door and slammed it as hard as I could. I don't know what I was going to say to my parents when they saw it. 

My parents came home. I tried to avoid them as much as I could. Unfortunately, I couldn't hide it anymore.

“Oh my god, what happened?”

“I was playing hockey and I fell and tore my finger off.”

“We have to get you to a hospital right now.”A week later, there was no sign of Rose. No one has heard from her. I 

was lonely when I got back from school. Nothing happens anymore without her. My parents all of a sudden lost the 

adventure. 

Mom said ¨it’s no fun without her .¨

I decided to meet up with some friends and try to figure out where she went. I didn't have a clue what happened to 

her. My friends made up crazy stories like, she ran away because she hated where she lived, but I knew they were wrong 

because most of the things they said were the exact opposite of what she would do or say.  Eventually, I couldn't take it 

anymore. I had to leave. My friends didn't really like my sister at all. I don't know why I even bothered to tell them. I 

wanted to take a break from school for a little bit. All of her friends were devastated because she was the main person in the 

group. You know how some people have a group of friends and there was one person who was always making decisions, 

and everyone agreed with the decisions. The people that would always have fun no matter what their options were. I filled 

up my water bottle, packed my lunch, and my backpack for school. I went outside and waited for the bus, but it didn't come. 

I stood there for another five minutes or so before my hands got cold and I went back inside. I sat on the couch for a few 

minutes before I heard the bus stop in front of my house. I quickly threw my coat on and grabbed my backpack then ran out 

the door to see the bus driving off. 

Luckily the bus comes around the block for the middle schoolers, so I guess I got lucky. Everything was normal until 

I wanted a drink from my water bottle. At first, I thought there was something blocking the water from going into my 

mouth. When I took the lid off the water bottle I was shocked to see there was no water in the bottle at all. I just filled it up 

before I left! Something was wrong. No one could have taken my water bottle and drank it in a couple of minutes! In 15 

minutes or so I was at school. Our bus was late due to the bad weather, so we had to hurry and get to our first period. Later 

that day I got on the bus and almost initially I got a call from an unknown number. I declined the call, but right after they 

called again. I did the same thing, and so did they. After a couple minutes of declining the call, I finally answered the phone 

and I hear,

¨ Hello?¨ I said. 

A small sounding voice replied.

¨Help me!¨

¨Who is this?¨

¨Your sister!¨

¨Rose? Where are you?¨

¨ I don't know!¨

I heard something sounding like an animal.

¨ I have to go, just help me,¨ she said and then hung up on me.

I got back home hoping to see Rose, but there was no one. I went to the basement and saw the door that went to the 

storage room seemed to be shrunken. It was smaller than before. I was too scared to open the door so I ran back upstairs and 

left the house to go to my friends' house. I thought it would be safer. But no one was home. I stood at the door and knocked 

for a minute or so before I realized the door was unlocked. I opened the door and what I saw was shocking. I saw my friend 

Mike, dead on the ground and blood everywhere. I ran back to my house thinking it would be safer there now because I was 

still alive and a lot of things have been happening to everyone but me. 

I went back into the basement and I felt like the door just kept on getting smaller and smaller. I thought I should tell 

someone so I thought about going to my other friend Jimmy's house. About five minutes later I hear the same small voice 

calling for me again.

¨Jake?¨ , ¨Jake.¨, ¨JAKE!¨ 

I screamed and started running down the street. I made it to Jimmy's house. I realized I was probably just imagining things. I 

opened the door and saw blood everywhere. My friend Jimmy was dead! He was hanging from the ceiling. I screamed as 

loud as I could and ran down the street. I saw something chasing me when I was running. It looked like a black shadow. It 

looked like something in a superhero TV show and it was the villain. Luckily, the sun had stopped him from going after me 

forever. If it was night and I saw him I would have been dead. As soon as I got home I called the police. They said they 

would handle it from there. I went to bed thinking about Jimmy and Mike. I was planning on opening the door. I was hoping 

to find Rose.

I was hoping Rose was not dead and she was still out there. I opened the door and saw nothing, I saw nothing but the 

wall.  I had to find more information about everything. 

At this point, I didn't know what to do. I wanted to tell someone, but everyone wouldn't believe me. I was going to 

try as soon as I got home the next day. 

I woke up in the morning and I did my usual routine and left for school. I couldn't stop thinking about how I walked 

into Jimmy's house and saw him hanging from the ceiling. The rest of the school day was normal until I got home. 

I went down to the basement and looked at the door and thought about all the stuff that could be out there. I thought 

a little bit longer and then I went upstairs and got a knife.

I went back down and opened the door. It was like a whole other world. Everything looked like it was a dark world. I 

started looking for my sister. About 11 minutes later I heard a weird sound and it sounded like something terrifying was in 

this world. It sounded like the animal in the background of the call. I started running to where I thought I went when I went 

looking for Rose. When I was running it was making a crunch sound. After running for a minute I saw what seemed to be 

bones. I started to walk and look around. I saw a head of a dead man and I walked over to him and just looked at it. He had 

very pale skin. I turned around and wanted to walk away, but right before I took a step the bones started to shake. I heard a 

laugh coming from the head then an arm came out of the ground and grabbed me by the leg. He pulled me under the ground 

and said “Yay! A free meal.” I kicked and tried to escape but the bones were too hard to get around. It happened so fast I 

didn't know if I was going up or down anymore. I started screaming. I thought someone might hear me. No one came. I 

could tell I was climbing in the right direction finger off. I took the knife out of my pocket that I grabbed before I came 

down and stabbed him. I just because he was still laughing. I stuck my hand out of the ground and then he grabbed my hand 

and bit my realized that he didn't have the bottom half of his body. His legs were gone. They looked like they had been eaten 

off by some creature.

My finger was gushing blood. I didn't know what to do. I started screaming. I heard the same small voice say,

“Hello?”

“Who are you?” I said.

“I'm the one you have been looking for!”

¨Rose!¨

¨Look around ¨

I looked around and saw her. She was standing there. In this world, I didn't feel safe. Something told me that it 

wasn't actually her. I started to run. I saw the door where I came in from. I was relieved to see the door. I jumped right 

through the door and slammed it as hard as I could. I don't know what I was going to say to my parents when they saw it. 

My parents came home. I tried to avoid them as much as I could. Unfortunately, I couldn't hide it anymore.

“Oh my god, what happened?”

“I was playing hockey and I fell and tore my finger off.”

“We have to get you to a hospital right now.”

26



27

Sports  
NCAA Tournament History 

In the NCAA Tournament, anything can happen including upsets and Cinderella 
runs. Here are some of the best in Tournament history.

16.UMBC74  Vs. 1.Virginia54   2018 First round
Going into this game 16 seeds were 0-135 against 1 seeds,well the Retrievers of UMBC 

were determined to change that. The Virginia Cavaliers had a 98.6% chance to win the game going 
into it. The game was tied at halftime, but many 1-16 games have done that and Virginia still had a 
88.3%  chance to win the game. The game turned when UMBC’s Joe Sherburne nailed a 3, giving 
the Retrievers a 35-24 lead. With 10 minutes left UMBC was up 47-31 and had a 93.5 chance to 
win. With five minutes left in the game UMBC was up 56-42 and was closing in on being the first 16 
seed to beat a 1 seed. With one minute left the Retrievers were up 72-54 and had 99.9% chance to 
win the game the Retrievers did it and became the first 16 seed to beat a 1 seed. 

15.Lehigh 75  Vs. Duke 70   2012 First round
The Lehigh Mountain Hawks, carried by current NBA star CJ Mccollum, took down the Duke 

Blue Devils 75-70 carried by Mccollum's 30 points had said they were not afraid of the mighty Blue 
Devils and proved that to be true as they knocked out Duke in the first round. The 2012 Blue Devils 
had 5 current NBA players on their roster.

1983 N.C State Wolfpack

1983 College basketball was very different than it is now. For example, there was no shot clock. But if you 
looked at the format of the tournament today you would be shocked because seeds 1-4 got a bye and there 
were only 12 seeds. The wolfpack started things off by sneaking a win against Pepperdine 69-67. Then they 
barely beat the UNLV Runnin-Rebels 71-70. Then the 6 seeded Wolfpack crushed 10 seeded Utah. Then 
they faced Ralph Sampson's Virginia and squeaked out the W. Now N.C. State faced a Georgia team, who 
had defeated 3 seed St John's and North Carolina with legendary coach Dean Smith and somebody you 
might have heard of, Michael Jordan. Anybody heard of him? N.C State still prevailed against them taking 
the game 67-60. Now N.C. State played the best team in the country for the National Championship, 
Houston. Houston's roster included Clyde Drexler and Hakeem Olajuwon, two NBA Hall of Famers. Houston 
going into that game was 31-2, one of the best records ever in college basketball. Houston had 6 NBA 
players on their roster and seemed unbeatable, they had won by at least 7 in each game of the tourney. Yet 
N.C State came out running with a 33-25 lead at halftime. Dereck Whittenburg had been the hot hand for 
N.C. State all game, with 5 seconds left and the game tied Whittenburg recovered the ball deep beyond the 
3 point arch and let it fly it was short, very short but Thurl Bailey (N.C States and former NBA star) grabbed 
the airball and dunked it in with one second to go, N.C. State won the game! Sadly N.C. State coach Jim 
Valvano or know as Jimmy V died in 1993 in a battle with cancer. ESPN has honored him for 12 years with 
Jimmy V week.



The History Of Softball
By Grace O’Brien

The first softball game originated at a Harvard vs.Yale football 
game in Chicago. This was on Thanksgiving Day in 1887.  The first 
set of rules were devised by the Farragut Boat Club. The game 
quickly spread outside of the city and began to spread throughout 
the midwest. It was called many things, but in 1926 it got the official 
name of softball. 

The name softball was given by Walter Hakanson. By 1930, 
Softball was the the official name for the sport. In 1934, the Joint 
Rules Committee on Softball created a set of standardized rules. 
The original ball size used by the Farragut Boat Club had a sixteen 
inch circumference, but Lewis Rober Sr. played with a twelve inch 
ball and it was determined that a ten to twelve inch ball was the best 
size to play. In professional softball games, they use the size 10 to 
12 inches. But many Chicagoans still play with an 11 inch ball, it is 
called Cabbage Ball, with a super slow pitch. The players are not 
allowed to wear mits. 

The game was originally advertised as an indoor sport. The 
game was meant for baseball players who wanted to keep their 
dexterity in the off-season. The sport gained so much popularity that 
it became its own sport. In 1991, women's fast pitch softball was 
added to the Summer Olympics roster for 1996. Softball was later 
dropped from the Summer Olympics in the 2012 summer lineup. 
The sport is one of the most popular participant sports in the United 
States. 113 countries have officially joined the International Softball 
Federation. The organization was formed in 1952.

https://www.athleticscholarships.net/history-of-softball.htm
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